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VIRGINIA BUSINESS SYSTEMS ANNOUNCES

ACQUISITION OF SELECT OFFICE SYSTEMS
RICHMOND, VA – Virginia Business Systems, headquartered in Richmond, Virginia has announced the acquisition of Select Office Systems (SOS) also of Richmond, Virginia.  VBS, with four additional offices located in Charlottesville, Lynchburg, Roanoke and Tidewater, has increased it’s commitment to the Richmond marketplace with this strategic partnership.
Jim Dotter, President of Virginia Business Systems, made the announcement and added, “We are thrilled to expand our client base in one of our core markets.  The synergies between the two companies are tangible and we welcome the SOS clients and employees to the VBS family.  This is a move that made sense for the future of both companies.  VBS’s uncommon focus on customer service combined with our innovative products and top-of-the-line support allows us to expand our exposure in the Richmond market; supplying our customers with the best available, fast forward solutions.”

Gerry Blake, owner of SOS, is exiting the office equipment industry to concentrate on other business endeavors.  He is active in the transition and will remain very much a part of the VBS team, ensuring that his long-time customers are comfortable with the new relationships. “The timing was such that it just made a lot of sense to choose a partner that had the same vision and customer care philosophies that we have had for a quarter century” commented Blake.  “In merging with VBS, our employees will have an opportunity to grow and develop with an independent dealer who is deeply committed to the office equipment industry and the communities they serve- just like SOS has been.”
According to Dotter, “VBS shares SOS’ vision of excellence in customer service and technology. We have been in Virginia for over fifteen years, and look forward to working with SOS current customers, who appreciate accountability and local decision making.” 
Barry Burress, Select’s General Manager and the rest of the SOS staff and operations will move from their current location in Ashland, VA to the VBS headquarters at 9899 Mayland Drive effective immediately. 
Virginia Business Systems and its parent, Edwards Business Systems of Pennsylvania, have been award-winning Konica Minolta dealers for more than 50 years.  With their extensive knowledge of Konica Minolta, Ricoh, HP, Panasonic and Muratec products and applications, VBS brings a team of sales and technical professionals to service its new customer base.  In addition to the offices in Virginia, Edwards Business Systems has offices in West Reading, Lancaster, Harrisburg, Pottstown, Bethlehem and Scranton, Pennsylvania.  The companies have been nationally recognized as a top-performing dealers.  One of the country’s largest independent office equipment dealers, Edwards Business Systems and Virginia Business Systems, together, rank among the top five Konica Minolta dealerships in the country, and the largest in the eastern United States.  Edwards and Virginia have also been named an Elite Dealer by “Office Equipment Dealer” magazine, nine out of the last eleven years.

As an authorized Platinum Elite dealer, Virginia Business Systems offers Konica Minolta’s complete line of products, applications and services, including sales of Konica Minolta’s full line of digital monochrome and color printers, multifunction and copier products including the award winning bizhub line.  VBS designs and implements document workflow systems utilizing software applications.  In addition, VBS offers Print Plus, a program designed to assist organizations harness their document production costs while improving productivity.  An award-winning technical assistance team including First Pass, 24/7 telephone and Web support and factory trained field service team.
For more information on Virginia Business Systems, and Edwards Business Systems, including locations, product and service offerings, and employment opportunities, please contact Rick Lingon, Vice President of Sales at 804/266-6001 or visit their Web site at www.Vabusinesssystems.com.
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